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T he NMSU Graduate 
Student Council 

hosted the annual Graduate 
Research and Arts Sympo-
sium (GRAS) on April 26-27 
in the Corbett Center audito-
rium. RISE graduate student 
Nabeeh Hasan led efforts to 
organize the regional sym-
posium where RISE grads 
Jose Banuelos, Richard 
Elicier, Iliana Ruiz-Cooley, 
Gloricelys Rivera, Aerial Sin-

gleton, William Soto, and 
Nabeeh, himself, presented 
research.  Along with in-
creasing submissions, Na-
beeh directed GRAS toward 
an artistic renaissance and  
to becoming the first GRAS 
to include presenting grads 
from regional universities. 
Following in the path of the 
GRAS scholars and in 

preparation for future ca-
reers focused on scientific 
inquiry, RISE undergraduate 
participants presented post-
ers at the Undergraduate 
Research and Creative Arts 
Symposium (URCAS), which 
�L�V�� �D�� �\�H�D�U�O�\�� �³�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
undergraduate creativity in 
�D�O�O���I�L�H�O�G�V�´���W�K�D�W���L�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\��
the NMSU Honors College. 
The symposium highlights 
excellence in undergraduate 
research and in creative art 
works. URCAS also accred-
its the faculty mentors who 
guide the research and pro-
jects. Nineteen RISE under-
grads and their RISE-
sponsored research were 
represented at this year's 
13th annual URCAS.  

Former NMSU RISE scholar 
and fall 2007 doctoral gradu-
ate, Olivia George, has ac-
cepted a post-doc position at 
�6�W�����-�X�G�H�¶�V���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O��
in Tennessee. Dr. George 
recently published an article 
in ACS-Chemical Biology, 
�W�L�W�O�H�G�� �³�%�L�V�S�K�H�Q�R�O�� �$�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\��
targets tubulin to disrupt 
spindle organization in em-
�E�U�\�R�Q�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�P�D�W�L�F�� �F�H�O�O�V���´��

which was highlighted as the 
�L�V�V�X�H�¶�V�� �F�R�Y�H�U�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H���� �,�Q�� �D��
recent RISE interview, Dr. 
George discussed how her 
RISE experience influenced 
and guided her professional 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �³�$�V�� �D�� �5�,�6�(��
student all of my networking 
occurred at conferences like 
SACNAS and [at] national 
meetings like the American 
Society for Cell Biology�²

RISE always provided me 
with access to funding so I 
could attend those confer-
ences...We had a peer-led 
group where we tried to help 
each other with critiques and 
suggestions of manuscripts 
that we were thinking of pub-
�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�´�����'�U�����*�H�R�U�J�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G��
her doctorate in Biology un-
der the mentorship of Dr. 
Brad Shuster. 
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�³�������D�O�Z�D�\�V���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��

next step,...and if you 

�G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���L�G�H�D�V�����W�K�H�Q��

try to find good mentors 

that will help you reach 

�W�K�D�W���Q�H�[�W���J�R�D�O���´�� 
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